chon;

MW UM DHIT / “@unuri uran
et Streer Chopper: So what got you started working with leather? Both work well. | get fiberglass
dust on me though and I'm a walking
It’s all my mother’s fault. She was taught by her mother when she biister. Because of that, | prefer steel
was a child. My grandfather owned a gas station and they made wallets, or aluminum bur will gladly work

etc. to sell. There were nine kids in my mother’s
family so they must have had a pretty decent
sweatshop going.

with anything.

SC: How long does it take
from the time you get a cus-
tomer’s seatpan to the time
he can expect to see it
on his doorstep?

SC:When it comes to seats,
do you prefer working with
fiberglass or steel pans?

That all depends
on how far back
{ am when the

order comes in

and how fong
the process
fakes coming up
with a drawing
they like for the
seat, wallet, efc.
It's usually at least a
month.

SC: That is if you're not
swamped with orders for
Sucker Punch Sally's? Heck,
if they keep sending you work
in the volume they are currently
sending you, you're going to have
to hire a helper.

1 have my wife, Lisa, helping me
with shows, promotion, billing, and
all the other stuff that doesn’t involve
making a seat. My daughter, Ashlee,
has been interested in doing some of
the lacing so I'm teaching her that. [
have some new things coming to the
shop that my son would like to do.
All the tooling, dyeing, partern mak-
ing, drawing, and other crap is stilf
done by me. Ifit wasn't for the famify
backing me up, I'd be screwed. They
are a big help.
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might recognize the name Duane Bal-

lard from the custom seats he has done for

the likes of Greg Westbury, Sucker Punch

Sally’s, Dave Perewitz, Paul Yaife, and Ken-

dall Johnson just to name a few, Recently he

moved his entire family from the freezing
East Coast 1o the wamm climate of Southern California and
that means we have pretty good access to the elusive Mr.
Ballard.

So on a Saturday not Iung ago, we got the chance to
hang out for a couple hours at Duane Ballard's custom
leather shop to watch him tool some leather for a seat he
was working on for Sucker Punch Sally’s. When he got to
a good stopping point, we hopped on some bikes and took
a trip 110 miles south to the San Diego Acrospace Muse-
um in Balboa Park. The museum was having a special Star
Trek exhibit and had the actual bridge set from the original
TV series. Duane was too big of a chicken fo get his picture
taken in Captain Kirk's chair, but he thought about ir.

After walking around the Aerospace Museum, we
stopped at 4 café for lunch. Between bites of enchilada,
we managed to ask Duane a series of questions about
the amazing leather work he does, his recent move, and
even his period-perfect Honda chopper. Here's what we
learned.... SC
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SC:We know that you recently
packed up and moved from New
Hampshire to Southern California.
Wias it a move that helped you
generate more business, or was it
just the change of scenery that
brought you west?

1 grew up in Phoenix. We ended
up in New Hampshire to be doser
to my wife’s family. It was great being
around them. The only thing | didn’t
like was the HORRIBLE weather.
You are stuck inside more than half
of the vear. After nine years I fust
couldn’t do it anymore. I was miser-
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abieasmon.:schekammmddwgfm&aowhgg!m
about to freeze my ass off for six months. I didn’t do it for
business reasons. Im}mdwqrbmymemﬂmmfuasom
East. anﬁshyhamdmtﬁem burd‘aatmr
the reason. : i

Scmmmww'swsmdmm&mebags,bm
recently you have started doing custom belts and wallets as
well. Is this sort of an attempt to let people know that you
are a lot more than just a seat guy?

When [ first started doil fwﬁmvork,fwas
wallets and belts. }‘?:e!m _;m:s!kepfbmdrgmm
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ask!orlhan ﬁumm.fdsmdmnmsormvﬁmeb‘e
1 finally was talked into doing a few and forgot how
much I enjoyed making them. It gives me a break
from making seat after seat. After the first few I did

they really took off. | always have a .‘hvgamgnow gl
for customers.

5C: Couid you do a custom piece that goes be-
tween a pair of Fat Bob tanks to replace a dash, for
example?

1 can make just about anything out of leather. Even

- if I've never done it or have never seen it done before
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I'm usually up for giving it a shot. A few months back |
had a customer that wanted a huge H-D fender covered
with tooled leather: I did it and he was extremely happy
with the outcome. It was a pain in the ass but [ enjoy a
challenge. His reaction make it worth all the time and
effort.

SC: Could you make it so it was tooled to match a
custom seat?

1 get asked to do that all the time. I'm in the middle of
doing a large group of seats and dash panels for Sucker
Punch Sally’s in Phoenix. If someone is planning on
doing both it’s best to order them from me at the same
time. All hides dye slightly different and [ prefer to make
a matching seat from the same cowhide.

SC: Lets talk about your bike for a second. You have
one of the baddest Honda choppers we have seen built
in the past 10 years. Why a Honda?

Thanks! Why a Honda? Mainly because they rule! 1
love the SOHC CB7X0’s. ['ve wanted one ever since |
saw the ones my father’s buddies chopped. To me there
is nothing like them. The look and sound is like nothing
else. It’s also fun to warch Kutty Noteboom [from the
cover of the May 2007 issuel kick, and kick, and kick his
Shovel then start my Honda with one good push with
my hand. He says I can only do it because [ have an Ac-
cord” motor in my bike.

SC: Did you do most of the fab work yourself, or did
you have a lot of help? !

Most of the bike was done by me and my good friend
Joe back in Massachusetts. When [ got stuck, I wasn't
afraid to ask for help. [ know a lot of people in the
industry that do this for a living, so why not use all that
knowledge. [ would have never finished if they hadn't
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answered all my questions and come up with parts that
needed to be made. Cole Foster made the stainless bars.
An amazing machinist, Ted Wingate, helped get that front
wheel and brake to fit in that narrow girder. There is a
long list of help.

SC: Do you ever get hassled for it being too loud? That
thing is loud for those who have never experienced an
un-corked Honda 4-banger. It might be louder than a Big
Twin with drag pipes.

- It’s not bad unless you really get on it. You can stay out
of it and people won't even notice unless they see you.

You fust happened to show up a day where [ hadn't been
able to ride in a week. I wanted to go fast and make lots of
noise. It makes me happy:

SC:We know you're a busy guy with a lot of seats piled
up in your garage that need your attention, but is there
anything you'd like to add or anyone you would like to
thank?

My mother for showing me how to do this in the first
place. My father for being addicted to motorcycles. Most
of all my family for putting up with me afways working
and running all over the place constantly. It’s hectic as hell
at times but [ wouldn't trade it for anything. How many
people get paid doing what they love? [ would also like
to thank the customers that keep coming back. [ really
enjoy living indoors and my kids have this thing for food.
Thanks!!

SOURCE

DUANE BALLARD CUSTOM LEATHER
3401 SPRUCE ST.

LAKE ELSINORE, CA 92530
(603) 7817505
dbcustomleather.com
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