JOHN ROEHL'S SHOW ON SATURDAY
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ew people get to have one custom hike built by one of the most revered custom

‘motorcycle shops, let alone two. John Roehl is in the enviable position of having his

brother, Rob, as the lead fabricator at Donnie Smith’s Custom Cycles. This has lead

to him getting a couple of bikes built. He loved the first one. It was a classic Donnie
Smith bike, low-slung with complementary lines. As soon as he saw a bike that Donnie
built, which he describes as a yellow dropseat blower bike, he knew he had to have some-
thing similar. John loved the dropseat look, the hugs rear tire, and the fact that it looked
fast when it wasn't even moving. John and his brother started to talk about how this hike
was going to be different, but still keep to the long, low, sleek profile that continues to
make DSCC a leader in the industry. There were going to be a couple of changes from the
original yellow hike—one was giving it a single downtube, and the other was incorporating
an 5&S5 145c1 motor,

John races anything that he can ride or drive, This bike was going to be that same way,
with one exception—it was going to have to look stunning as well. John put his st in
his brother Rob to make sure the frame was done properly, Rob turned to his Norwegian
friend, Frank Pedersen of McWorx, in Olathe, Kansas. Frank has been building drag racing

HOLES DRILLED INTO THE

FRONT SIDE OF THE VELOCITY

STACK HELP DIRECT AIR INTO
:\ B THE 5&5 CERB.

38 | HOT BIKE | VOLUME 40, ND.S 2008

VOLUME 40, NO.S 2008 | HOT BIKE | 38




VUG TSI GGG LA Ui s Sa
had done with just a few tweaks. When
the frame came back, Rob started on
the fabrication work that needed to be
done, as well as getting parts in for the
build. Rob worked on the tank so that

it maintained the sleek, low profile of
the bike, but still provided plenty of
room for fuel for longer trips. They built
in a battery box as well as the oil bag
so they became a part of the bike. It
was very obvious that Rob was taking
great pride in this build for his brother,
and he pulled out all the stops. Rob

also fabricated the rear fender to hug
the contour of the monster 300 tire, as
well as a front fender and a torque plate
between the engine and Baker RSD six-
speed transmission.

The bike started to look like a drag
racing bike the more it came together,
but it also had the look of a show-
stopping custom. After the fabrication
and mock-up was
done, they
sent it all
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' € FEW PEOPLE GET TO HAVE ONE
CUSTOM BIKE BUILT BY ONE OF THE
MOST REVERED CUSTOM MOTOR-
CYCLE SHOPS, LET ALONE TWO.J







