“Maun, this has to be the third or fourth
bike I've put together for Lisa,” says her
husband, Kirk Taylor “She alb
to sell “em. but I've got a feeling this
one's a keeper” It should be. Lisa's latest
ride is a classic, a simple little rigid that
never fails to draw a crowd, and it's an

everyd:

rider. Kirk says that even when
it’s mixed in among some really high-
end show bikes from their shop, Custom
Design Studios, in Novaro, California, it's
this little bugger that is always getting
the nod. “It gets as much, or even more,
attention than a full-blown custom,” he
says, slightly bemused. Lisa was pulling
out of a parking lot somewhere, Kirk
says, when savvy bike builder Paul Cox
came running up screaming,”Lady, that's
one badass motoreycle you got there!”™
Paul was right, and he would have
heen even more impressed had he

known the full story behind this scoot
Lisa's
ect” Kirk says, built mostly from parts

=5t ride was a “slow burn proj

left over from other, more pressing
projects around the shop or picked up
with barter work. For example, Johany
Chop made the gas tank in exchange for
same paintwork. Not a dollar changed
hands. The whole bike went together
with deals like that, put together with
spare parts in spare time and with spare
money.“That's why it took us four years
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to finish it!” Kirk laughs.*You know the
drill, We'd score a front end here, maybe
something clse there, pick up the wheels
on sale. That's how it went.”

The basics here are a 4-up, 2-out,
35-degree rake frame from Daytec
cleaned up a little and dressed out with
CDS touches like that hot rod gusset up
at the neck, all drilled out. *That's just
kind of my vibe,” Kirk says."I'm into the
retro stuff. [ like tving together car and
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bike pieces. To me a gearhead’s a gear-
head and it all belongs together”

Check out the fender struts out back
They're Hurst 4-speed shift levers. The
engine has that old-timey feel but it's
brand-new, a 100-inch RevTech with
pan top covers, The transmission behind
it is a S-speed Kirk put together with
more parts lving around the shop—a
tranny case bought at a blowout price
and stuffed with the gear set from an-
other bike that got a 6-speed. The keg-
style oil tank came from Midwest and
got some extension panels added on the
ends to make a home for the ignition
switch and so on, and the pipes bolted

o that new/old motor are Supertrapps.

Paul Yaffe X-pipes.“1t's a great looking
pipe” Kirl
by changing the outer coating and put-
ting on a ceramic material usually re-

ys. He made it even better

served for pistons,

Thart velocity stack is a new Custom
Design Studios piece, just out.”We call it
‘Dick’s Cool Unit, Kirk . A neat little
spun aluminum piece with a mesh-

screen cover, it works with either a
Mikuni or CV carburctor, and works

great, swears s maker. “It does away
with all that spitting, sputtering and
stumbling so common to s Kirk
cxplains.”The screen does a great job of
straightening out and evening out the
airflow." The piece is timeless and tradi-

tional, just like the rest of the bike
This spare-parts special, took wnd

place “Best of Show" in San Diego and

even grabbed a first in class ar our
Easyriders Bike Show in Kansas City. Not
too bad for a bike thrown together on
the cheap, The only question now is how

long will she keep it? — foe Kress
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Owner: Kirk & Lisa Taylor

City: Novato, California
GENERAL

Designer: Kirk Taylor
Fabrication: Kirk & Josh
Year/make: 2007 custom design
Model: Heaven Sent - Hell Bent
Assembly: Kirk & Mike

Time: 2 weeks

Chroming: Meclec

ENGINE

Year and make: 2005 RevTech
Rebuilder: Kirk

Displacement: 100 cubic inches
Ignition: RevTech

Cam: RevTech 510

Carb: Mikuni

Air cleaner: Dick’s Cool Unit
Pipes: SuperTrapp X-Pipes
TRANSMISSION

Year/make: 2005 parts box special
Shifting: 5-speed

PAINTING

Painter: Kirk, Josh & Courtney
Color: Ruby Slippers

Type: FFG

FRAME

Year/make: 2003 Daytec

Type: rigid

Rake: 35 degrees

Stretch: 4-up. 2-out
ACCESSORIES

Handlebars: Andy's

Handlebar controls: Performance Machine
Fenders: CDS

Headlight: Lazer Star

Taillight: custom

Pegs: RPM

Foot controls: RPM

Gas tank: Kirk, Johnny Chop

0il tank: Midwest

Seat: Tommy Thompson
Mirrors: Eight Ball

Grips: Renthal

FRONT END

Type: Springer, plus 3

Builder: Paughco

WHEELS

Make: Meridian

Size: 21-inch front, 18-inch rear
Tires: Metzeler

Brakes: Performance Machine
Photos: Michael Lichter
Contact: Custom Design Studios
415-382-6662
Customdesignstudios.com
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