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The call came last week. The woman on the telephone politely explained that a

correction was in order in The Daily Republic.

Areport about the Sturgis motorcycle rally had included a sentence noting that 400,000
typically attend the annual rally in the northern Black Hills city. The woman said there
was an extra “07 in that number; it should be 40,000, she said, noting that South

Dakota’s total popwlation is only about 500,000,

Az the natien struggles with economic crises of varying degrees, South Dakota is
nolding its own, thanks to roots that are deeply anchored to agriculiure and tourism

Raing this year have been copious. The success of the region's graine should provide
ancther greal harvest season, and the lush prarnes are providing ample feed for the

g on's heros

The drought is cver, and it couldn't come at a better ime.

Tourism this year appears to be strong as well and that, too, is perfect timing, Net only
are the numbers up locally, but the number of bikers headed to the Sturgis rally weare on

par with years past, South Dakota can't afford a dron i thoss numbers

Indeed, the Sturgis rally draws huge crowds.

It's 5o large that the South Dakota Office of Tourism is backing a group czlled the
Motorcycle Tourism Alliance, which has formad to try to get a handle on the effect the
rally has on South Dakota's tounsm industry, \We supporl such a venture, since the dala
that will be gathered can be used to develop riarkeling plans to better help the entire

state plan for and utiize that glut of traffic.

Too, we figure the panel will come up with stal slics that will surprise us. and anyone else

who has ever tried 10 put a number on the rall s economic impact,
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